LORD   OXFORD  WAS  SHAKESPEARE
movement rapidly gathered way, as may be
realised from the list of works published by the
members since the Fellowship was founded.
(Appendix A.)
The general public interested in Shakespeare
may be put in three groups:
First, the supporters of the orthodox and
traditional view who, in spite of the sea of con-
jecture that besets them,, cling to the belief that
William Shakspere, the "Stratford rustic/* as
they call him, left his home on some unknown
date after 1586; and, making his first appearance
in London in 1592, published the poem Venus and
Adonis in 1593; that thereafter, during a period
varying from eleven (1604) to nineteen years
(1612), he produced the remaining works generally
attributed to "Shakespeare."
Second, those that are aware that the credentials
of the Stratford rustic are doubtful; and, like
Emerson, cannot "marry him to his verse"; but
in the absence of any accepted substitute, dispense
with the identity of the Poet, and arc content with
the name "Shakespeare," and the legacy of the
Plays and Poems.
Third, those that are convinced of the strength
of the negative case as stated by Sir George
Greenwood (in The Shakespeare Problem Restated),
and by others; and are certain that, whoever
may have been the author of those masterpieces,
the Stratford rustic was not the man. In this
18